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Housekeeping



Display your full 
name in usernameThank you for joining

Housekeeping

This is a virtual meeting.

Please display your full name as when you registered to attend –
this can be done through the ‘Participants’ section.

To help everyone feel part of the discussion, please feel free 
to turn your camera on during the meeting if you can.

Please use the ‘Raise Hand’ function to raise a question during 
the meeting, found in the bottom ribbon (under the ‘Reactions’ 
option).

Please use the 
mute function

Use the ‘Raise Hand’ 
function if you want to 
raise a point during the 
meeting

Please do put 
your camera on if 
possible
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General updates
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Since our last meeting

• Local elections held: welcome to the newly elected LRG members.

• East West Rail Accessibility Advisory Panel met for their first 
session in April.

• On 26th May, we published the route update for East West Rail 
(EWR)

• We have now published a range of Factsheets that you may also 
find useful including:

• Our approach to freight
• Active Travel

htttps://eastwestrail.co.uk/routeupdate

https://eastwestrail-production.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/public/ListsBlockMedia/645c2acc84/08.-RUA-Freight-Factsheet-v4.pdf
https://eastwestrail-production.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/public/ListsBlockMedia/46d9f04303/02.-RUA-Active-Travel-v4.pdf


Introduction

Since the non-statutory public consultation on East 
West Rail in 2021, we’ve carefully reviewed 
feedback and used it, alongside a strategic review 
of the Project, to guide our developing plans to 
design a railway that meets the needs of 
communities between Oxford and Cambridge.

We’ve made some changes to the proposals we 
presented in 2021, which take account of:

• Feedback received during and since the 2021 
consultation

• Further technical and environmental work

• The analysis undertaken as part of the 
Affordable Connections Project

Following that work, we are now sharing a number 
of updates about EWR.
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What have we announced?

The report describes how the proposals for EWR have 
developed since the 2021 consultation and what our preferred 
plans for certain sections of the railway are, including:

• Route preferences 
• Route-wide matters
• What happens next

Introduction | Route Update Announcement 2023 11

Route Update Report 

Alongside the Route Update Report, we’re also publishing:

• The 2021 Consultation Feedback Report
• The EWR Economic and Technical Report
• The 2023 Need to Sell Property Scheme

Associated Reports 



A little more on the Need to Sell Scheme

We have launched our Need to Sell Property Scheme, for 
home and property owners with a compelling need 
to sell.

This will allow people to sell their home or small 
business to EWR Co while the Project is in 
development and delivery, where they been unable to 
do so other than at a substantially reduced value 
because of the EWR Project.

Telephone number – 0330 838 7583
Email – land@eastwestrail.co.uk
Postal Address:
One Grafton Mews
Midsummer Boulevard
Milton Keynes
MK9 1FB
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2023 Route Update Announcement
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04.

Topic- Route Update 

Announcement
Shaun Fisher, Programme Manager – Oxford 



Updated service pattern

We’ve established an updated service pattern for EWR, which 
will provide:​

• Four trains per hour from Oxford – two progress to Milton 
Keynes, two continue to Cambridge ​

• ​A further two trains per hour travelling between Bedford 
and Cambridge​

• ​An additional service between Bletchley and Bedford

Affordable Connections | Route Update Announcement 2023 14

Updated service pattern



Oxford station

Four EWR trains per hour will depart Oxford station: two to 
Milton Keynes and two to Cambridge. 

Work is already being carried out at Oxford station by Network 
Rail, but further work will be needed to enable the full EWR 
service. 

In 2021 we talked with Oxford communities about our plans to:

• Add new platforms so more trains can use the station

• Build new infrastructure south of the station

• Make improvements to the station itself

Oxford station | Route Update Announcement 2023 15

Oxford station



Oxford station

Network Rail is planning for a new platform and 
entrance on the western side of Oxford station

It may also reopen the Cowley Branch Line to 
passengers – meaning trains could turn back 
south of the station

If this doesn’t proceed, we’ll develop ‘turn back’ 
capabilities for EWR services

We’ll also explore if more trackwork is needed 
to boost capacity between Oxford Station and 
Oxford North Junction

We’ll present additional information about the 
particular works we propose to undertake at the 
statutory consultation.

Oxford station | Route Update Announcement 2023

Oxford station



Oxford to Bletchley

• Work to construct the railway between Bicester and 
Bletchley is underway 

• DfT is currently in the process of procuring an operator to 
run these services from 2025

• We’re considering what work is required at Oxford Parkway 
and Bicester Village stations 

• We’re also conducting further work to identify the best 
option for London Road level crossing in Bicester

• We’re continuing work to identify the most suitable 
locations for passing loops between Oxford and Bletchley to 
allow faster trains to overtake slower stopping services 
safely. 

Oxford to Bletchley | Route Update Announcement 2023 17

Oxford to Bletchley



London Road level crossing

• At the 2021 consultation we presented six concepts for the 
London Road level crossing. 

• Based on an anticipated service pattern for EWR trains, all 
involved closing the current crossing to motorised vehicles 
and providing alternative ways for vehicles, cyclists and 
pedestrians to cross the railway. 

• These concepts were designed to improve safety, enable a 
faster and more reliable train service, and reduce traffic 
disruption. 

• Since consultation, we’ve discounted five of these options 
and listening to your feedback, we’re focusing on three key 
areas.
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London Road level crossing, Bicester



London Road level crossing

1. Identifying locations for an alternative road bridge
We’re working with local stakeholders to identify a suitable 
location for a new road bridge and are considering alternatives 
to the south and east of the current crossing. 

2. Potential to maintain the existing crossing for local traffic
We’re investigating service patterns on this section of the line, 
as well as possible enhancements at the level crossing. This may 
provide the potential to keep the existing London Road level 
crossing open for local traffic.

3. Maintaining connectivity for pedestrians and 
non-motorised traffic
Based on consultation feedback, we’re exploring:
• An accessible overbridge at or near the current crossing
• An accessible underpass at or near the current crossing
• An accessible overbridge at a different location.

Oxford to Bletchley | Route Update Announcement 2023 19

London Road level crossing, Bicester



What happens next?

We still have work to do and are carrying out more 
surveys and investigations to help us design the 
Project in more detail. 

These will be vital in providing information for our 
assessments, which will underpin the information 
presented at the statutory consultation our 
subsequent DCO application.

We’ll develop our design based on feedback 
received from the two previous consultations and 
continuing environmental, economic and technical 
studies. 

There will be further opportunity for you to 
comment on our proposals during the statutory 
consultation.

What happens next? | Route Update Announcement 2023 20



What happens next?

We plan to start the statutory consultation on the preferred 
route and associated infrastructure in the first half of 2024. 

This will provide a further opportunity for you to share your 
views with us. 

In the meantime, we’ll continue to engage with local 
communities and stakeholders to help us refine the design 
before inviting the public to submit further feedback. 

Consultation feedback will be carefully considered when 
finalising our proposals.

A Development Consent Order (DCO) is a piece of law that gives 
authority to East West Railway Company (EWR Co) to build the 
new railway.

This means that we’re required to make an application for a 
DCO to obtain permission to construct and operate the railway.

The application will be made to the Planning Inspectorate who, 
on behalf of the Secretary of State for Transport, will appoint a 
panel to examine the application. 

The examination will include consideration of the likely impacts 
of the Project on the environment and protected habitats.

Following the examination, a recommendation will be made to 
the Secretary of State for Transport, who will decide whether to 
give consent for the Project. 

What happens next? | Route Update Announcement 2023 21

Future consultation Application for a Development Consent Order (DCO)
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Community events in your area

Date Time Venue

12 July 2023 2pm – 8pm John Paul II Centre
The Causeway,
Bicester,
OX26 6AW



Questions or comments
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05.

Review of actions from 

meeting #2



25

Completed actions

Meeting No. Action Owner Status

4 1 EWR Co to share details on how diversity and inclusivity 
measures have been included within EWR Co.

EWR Co Complete

4 2 EWR Co to share details with Bicester Village station train 
operator on inadequate motorbike parking and use of 13-amp 
sockets for electric vehicles.

EWR Co Complete

4 3 EWR Co to contact EWR Alliance and share concerns around 
lighting at the compound in Launton and the graffiti and sunken 
manhole cover at Charbridge Lane Crossing.

EWR Co Complete

25

East West Railway Company
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Closing remarks, future 

meetings, process and topics



Next Steps
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Topics for future discussion
Meeting #5 onwards:

Agreed frequency: Quarterly meeting

Meeting notes circulated within 10 days, feedback requested within 10 days. 5 working days amending process, posted on 
Hub

East West Railway Company
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We’re always here

All the Group’s relevant documents will be 
available on its Community Hub site.

We will notify you when available.

Got a question?

If you have any questions about the Group, please 
email: 
localrepresentativesgroups@eastwestrail.co.uk

If you have any questions about the project, 
please email:

contact@eastwestrail.co.uk

Or you can also call us on 0330 134 0067

mailto:localrepresentativesgroups@eastwestrail.co.uk
mailto:contact@eastwestrail.co.uk


Guide to the Community Hub
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Community Hub

Go to eastwestrail.co.uk, 

click 'Community Hub'

A Guide to the

East West Railway Company

Click 'Read more' under 'Groups: 

Local Representatives Groups’ to 

reach the LRG homepage and 

see what has been discussed 

and shared at all Local 

Representative Groups.
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Community Hub

Local Representatives 

Groups home 

page contains:

• Contact information

• Full route map

• Information for all 

15 Local 

Representative 

Groups can be 

found by clicking 

the Group name

A Guide to the

East West Railway Company
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Community Hub

Group pages contain:

• A record of all 

meeting dates

• Agendas, meeting 

notes and 

supporting 

materials

• Group Maps

• Group members 

list

• Group Terms of 

Reference

A Guide to the

East West Railway Company
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Community Hub

Group meeting 

materials are made 

available:

A Guide to the

East West Railway Company

• 1 week prior to the meeting –

Agenda, action tracker

• 10 days after the meeting –

Meeting slides

• 25 days after the meeting –

Final meeting summary note


